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Upcoming Events

Dec. 9 & 23 - Christmas Eve practices with Sunday
School at church - 9:00 - 11:00 am

Dec. 6 - Lutheran Pioneers meeting at Zion, Peshtigo -
5:30-7:00 pm

Dec. 6 - Boys’ Basketball at STAA, Marinette - 5:00pm

Dec. 16 - School Children's Christmas Service - 3:00
pm with Cookies & Cocoa fellowship after service

Hot Lunch Mission Offering
Progress:

Hot lunch this week will be

ST. JOHN PESHTIGO

pancakes, hash browns
and cinnamon rolls
provided by Langebartel’s

Our last chapel offering
collected for God's
Kingdom was $48.53

2023-2024

family in honor of Jonah bringing our total to
and Naomi’s birthdays. $§557.51 for the
semester.

Church and School Christmas Eve Service
iF Just a reminder that those children from school who will be

participating in the Children’s Christmas Eve service, we will be

‘o’ practicing this Saturday, December 9, from 9:00 - 11:00 am at
%W% church. There will also be a practice on December 23. There
W will not be a practice on Saturday, December 16 as that is the

day of our School Children's Christmas Service. These
practices are for all students who will be attending the December 24 Christmas Eve

service.



School Children’s Christmas Service - December 16

Thank you to those who signed up to bring cookies to our “Cookies and Cocoa”
fellowship after our Children’'s Christmas service on December 16 at 3:00 PM. Please
bring them to the church basement when you bring your child(ren) to church for the

service that Saturday.

Parent Conversations
Let's face it, parenthood is challenging. This month’'s Parent Conversations from our

WELS publication Forward in Christ focuses on the wonderful comfort and
encouragement we can find in God’'s Word to help navigate those days, months and
years when being a parent seems overwhelming. It is entitled What Bible passages do
you turn to most as a parent? This article is found in the April, 2023 issue, Volume 110,

Number 04.

Hot Lunch Available Dates for Second Semester

A huge thank you to all who have signed up for serving hot lunch this school year. The
children look forward to that special Friday meal. We really appreciate you alll! We now
have five dates open for hot lunch volunteers next semester: January 5, February 16,
March 8, April 5 and May 10. If you have any questions or concerns about serving hot
lunch for the first time or are unsure of quantities, please contact Mrs. Sargent either in

person, by email at school@stjohnpeshtigo.org or by phone at 920-228-1563.

Winter Weather Closings and Delayvs

As we have had snow several Sundays in a row, we just wanted to remind
everyone that in case of any winter weather school closings or delays,

| please note the following:

1. St. John follows the closings of both the Peshtigo and Coleman School Districts
because of busing.

2. If both school districts are closed, St. John is also closed.

3. If the Peshtigo school district is closed, but Coleman is not, St. John IS closed.

4. If the Coleman school district is closed, but Peshtigo is not, St. John IS closed.

5. If either of the districts is delayed, St. John is also delayed.

6. Families will be contacted via Remind as well to inform you of closings or delays.
Please make sure you have signed up for Remind to receive those messages.



Parent conversations: What Bible passages do you turn to
most as a parent?

forwardinchrist.net/bible-passages-parents

Although it’s not specifically discussing parenthood, Psalm 62 has always been my spiritual lifeline. When I face
tough times as a mom, it’s Psalm 62 that comforts and encourages me. “Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation
comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken” (vv. 1,2). Those are
words I need when so much of parenthood is out of my control. God is my fortress. God is my children’s fortress. He
is our rock. Read on for more great Scripture to ponder as you live out your calling as a Christian parent. Then share
your favorites with us at forwardinchrist.net/submit.

— Nicole Balza

WHAT BIBLE PASSAGES DO YOU TURN TO MOST AS A PARENT?

My husband and I have learned that, especially to our middle schoolers, the word different is a bad word. They want to fit in,
not stand out. Jesus, however, is clear that he created us all different on purpose and following him looks different from this
world’s norms. Lately, Paul’s letters (especially Romans 12 and Colossians 3) have encouraged me as a parent that my family
should be different! Read through them and be emboldened with me.

Paul begins Romans 12 by encouraging Christians not to conform to the pattern of the world and urging us to offer ourselves
to God as living sacrifices (just the opposite of the all-about-me worldview). He reminds me that I'm blessed with different
gifts than other mothers and that my children are uniquely blessed to serve Jesus too.

As I keep reading, I see the ways God wants my family to be different. We’re to be devoted to one another in love, honoring
one another above ourselves, joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer, practicing hospitality, overcoming evil
with good (see vv. 9-21).

Colossians 3 reminds me that only as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, can we even begin to clothe ourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Only because the Lord forgave us, can we forgive others (see

vv. 12,13).

When I feel defeated because my family doesn’t always look like this, Paul reminds me that peace comes when the message
of Christ dwells among us richly “as [we] teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and

songs from the Spirit” (v. 16).

This resonates with me because my family is a musical one. Some of my favorite words of Scripture come to mind easily
because they are joined with a melody and with happy memories from my time at Camp Phillip.

When facing the challenges of being different, we often sing these words from Psalm 143:8:

“Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to
you I lift up my soul.”

When our failures weigh on our hearts, another song reminds us of the white robes of Revelation 7:

“I am covered over with a robe of righteousness that Jesus gives to me. I am covered over with the precious blood of Jesus
and he lives in me. Oh, what a joy it is to know my heavenly Father loves me so. He gives to me my Jesus. And when he
looks at me, he sees not what I used to be, but he sees Jesus.”

Laura Schaefer
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I often refer to myself as a “reluctant mother.” It’s certainly not because I drag my feet when it comes to loving the four
amazing children God has seen fit to place into my care. Rather, this is the nod to the person I was before becoming a mom
—a person who had changed less than five diapers, who would rather watch your pet chinchilla than your toddler, who knew

next to nothing about being a parent.

Since I hadn’t spent much time around kids in the years prior to having my own, I really didn’t have much of an instinct
when it came to knowing what they needed. Everything was new to me: how to know when each needed to be fed, changed,
or put down for a nap.

So, in these nearly 13 years of motherhood, I have clung to the one thing I know for certain they need: faith in Jesus.

No, I cannot give them this faith. There is no magic sequence of actions I can take to guarantee that they will have a
flourishing relationship with their heavenly Father and that they will possess true faith in him on the day they leave this
earth. Yet, God has given us as parents quite clear instructions on how to keep this one thing needful in front of them every

day:
“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I
give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you

walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:5-9).

So, we pray in the car. We marvel at the wonders of God we see in nature. We discuss how God would want us to treat a
difficult classmate. We talk about the unexpected passing of a fellow believer and how in our grief we can still feel extreme
joy since that soul is now truly home. There is not a corner of our lives his Word does not touch.

I pray that God continues to give me the strength and wisdom to implement this on a daily basis. It truly is the one thing
needful.

Melissa Anne Kreuser

Of course, I’m concerned about my grandchildren. The moral fuel tank of their world is becoming empty.

Nonetheless, God’s grace overwhelms my concerns. The Savior’s resurrection guarantees fortress-like security. So, I value
Ephesians 2:10’s promise of a God-planned future. “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared in advance so that we would walk in them” (Evangelical Heritage Version).

God created my grandkids for this moment in history. He designed my grandchildren—DNA strand by DNA strand—to
fulfill his purposes on earth. He recreated them as his children when he brought them to faith in Jesus. Now he is shaping
them—day by day—to accomplish the good he planned to do through them. No matter the moral mudslide that is burying the
globe, God’s baptism commitment to my grandkids cannot be swallowed up. He has created them for unique purposes. His

plan can’t be frustrated.

He’s also created me for a unique purpose. Part of that purpose is to guide my grandkids toward accomplishing the good they
exist to do. My wife was created for that too. So were my grandkids’ parents.

God has made us responsible for bringing my grandkids into his workshop. There he continues to craft them into the gifts
this planet needs. The tools in his workshop are the words he has spoken. Through worship and Bible study with us, he
shapes them. Through Bible reading and memorization, he hones them. Through our Scripture-directed prayers, he develops

them. As we live out those Scriptures, he prepares and polishes them.

I have reason for alarm over my grandkids’ temptations. I have more reason to ignore that alarm. God’s grace is always
greater than any concern. My grandchildren—his children—are “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared

in advance so that [they] would walk in them.”

James Aderman
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